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The following leathers are those in general use for
binding books.

NOTE ON BINDING LEATHER
Sealskin1

When properly prepared from the skin of the Greenland
seal this leather is most durable and strongly recom-
mended for library work.

Pigskin

This leather is by nature somewhat firm and stiff, and is
only suitable for large and heavy books. Skins which
have been injured in the process of manufacture, in
order to make them soft and easy to work, should not
be used.

Morocco

True moroccos are prepared from goatskins. They vary
in quality and price. The best 'levant* moroccos are
prepared from the skins of 'Gape goats*. Every care
should be exercised in selecting suitable skins. No
imitations should be used.

Sheepskin, known as Roan, Basil, Skiver, Persian, &c.,
and often artificially grained and sold as morocco.

Only specially prepared skins of mountain sheep
should be used, as they provide a firmer and more
durable leather than the skins of the lowland breeds.
Although sheepskin is the cheapest leather used for
binding, it is, if properly prepared, very serviceable.
All sheepskins, however manufactured, should be
correctly described.

'Persian* leather should not be used as, although at
first mechanically strong, it has little durability.

* Librarians do not report well on the durabOity of sea! leather (i 928).
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